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THOMPSON EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 17, 2019 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:20 p.m. Board members in attendance were 
Kim Akeley-Charron, Bill Bundy, Jeffrey Doran, Danielle Feeney, Cody Fullmer, Brandy 
Grieves, Pam Howard, Brian Jacobson, Jerad King, Trish Malik, Mark Miller, Rhett 
Polka, Kathie Rechkemmer, Kim Skoric and Eric Weedin. Debbie Wright was also in 
attendance. Board members unable to attend were Blas Estrada and Marc Schaffer. 
 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the Consent Agenda—consisting of 
the November 19 board meeting minutes and the November First National Bank 
Investment Management Account statement—was approved. 
 

Kim gave the financial report. Marga Spangler is retiring from First National Bank at 
the end of the year, so we will have a new client services representative. Matt Veenker 
will continue as our investment management representative. Thank you letters from the 
Community Connection program were passed around to the board. The Fundraising 
Goal Report was included in board members’ packets. Berthoud Schools Fund will be a 
large contributor to our managed funds by the end of the year. Overall, we are tracking 
well toward our year-end goals. The Summary of Transactions was also included in 
board members’ packets. General Unrestricted received a $500 donation from Stu Boyd 
as well as Bonanza on the Beach proceeds of $1,665 from the Thompson Valley Rotary 
Club. The Berthoud Schools Fund has been spending down their funds. The Homeless 
Assistance Fund donated $500 to Homeward Alliance for their mobile laundry 
consumables and received $10,099 in Governor’s Art Show proceeds from the 
Thompson Valley Rotary Club. TEF Clearing received a $2,000 donation for the 
district’s Outdoor Education Center located next to Big Thompson Elementary School 
from the Thompson Valley Rotary Club. We all need to thank the Thompson Valley 
Rotary Club – they are very kind to our students and foundation. 
 

Kim gave an update on homeless assistance. At the last board meeting, a 
conversation was held around a potential new fund for homeless students that have 
graduated. Kim was not present at that meeting and wanted to circle back to this topic. 
She was approached by folks (who are volunteers with Kids Pak) that are worried about 
how homeless students moving on to postsecondary education are set up with items like 
sheets, towels, dishes, etc. TEF’s mission is Thompson School District students and 
staff, so this type of support would expand our mission slightly. Homeless Liaison Jana 
Ramchander would be the point of contact for these students as she knows which 
homeless students are graduating and moving on to postsecondary education. A 
discussion was held. We would need to set up a separate fund to provide support to 
these students over the summer before they move on, which would not be too much of a 
stretch from our current mission. Donors would provide the funds and the money would 
be given out in the form of gift cards. Students identified by the McKinney-Vento Act 
receive free tuition, but not room and board. Of the 20 or so homeless students that 
graduate each year, around 10 to 15 go on to postsecondary education. Upon motion 
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duly made, seconded and carried, support for recent graduates identified by the 
McKinney-Vento Act was approved. 
 

Kim continues to have conversations around issues faced by unaccompanied youth. 
Loveland Housing Authority has taken the lead. Kim went with LHA to look at potential 
properties to purchase to house Thompson School District students. The property would 
house up to five students plus a house staff person. Northern Colorado senators are 
sponsoring a bill to change the law regarding assistance for unaccompanied youth, for 
which Kim will testify. There is one line in the state statute that needs to be changed. 
 

TEF’s 2020 Sponsorship Agreement was included in board members’ packets. Kim is 
aware that a discussion around the Education is Everyone’s Business event was held at 
the last meeting. The sponsorship agreement was prepared before she went out of town 
and needs to be sent out. She met with Blas and they discussed the upcoming year. We 
will move forward with the current slate of events for 2020 then open discussions for 
2021. There is one change on the sponsorship agreement – all Help Kids Succeed 
sponsorships have come in at $500 in the past, so that is the only sponsorship level 
listed for HKS. 
 

Educator of the Year nominations are closed. We received 144 nominations for 57 
people. All nominations will be evaluated by an EOY Committee, then the board will 
have one week to do online evaluations of probably four to six nominations per category. 
The whole board will meet to make the final choices. We typically have two board 
members who participate in the full-on committee. Kim asked if anyone would be 
available to do this and Kathie volunteered. We are looking for a speaker for the March 
11 Educator Appreciation Breakfast to give a 10-minute speech on the importance of 
education in our community. If anyone has suggestions, please let Kim know. 
 

The board has two Founders Grant applications to review. The first is from the 
district’s Athletics & Activities Director, Kevin Clark, who is requesting $2,000 for his 
project “Thompson Student, Parent & Coach Connection.” A discussion was held. This 
project will impact a lot of people and will provide some recognition for TEF. Upon 
motion duly made, seconded and carried, a $2,000 Founders Grant for the Thompson 
Student, Parent & Coach Connection project was approved. The second grant 
application was written by Loveland High School students requesting $2,000 for their 
project “Productivity Station.”  A discussion was held. The board appreciates that the 
students are looking at their environment to spark creativity and learning. Their teacher 
will follow district procedure when making purchases for this grant. Upon motion duly 
made, seconded and carried, a $2,000 Founders Grant for the Productivity Station 
project was approved. 
 

Eric reminded the board that the board leadership matrix remains important even 
though we have identified a president and vice president for the upcoming year. Don’t 
stop thinking about potential board leaders. The more planning we do and the more 
deliberate we are, the better. 
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Outgoing board members were recognized. Appreciation and thanks were given to 
outgoing vice president Jerad King. His generosity and elevation of the Educator of the 
Year awards has made these award more impactful in the district. Thanks were also 
given to Jeff Doran. His good ideas, feedback, time and effort is truly appreciated. 
 

In Other Business, Eric reminded the board to put upcoming meeting dates on their 
calendars. He asked that board members commit to as much as they can in this 
volunteer position. He values each and every board member for their time and 
commitment and thanked the board for a great year. The board thanked Eric for his 
time as president of the board. 
 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 5:10 
p.m. 


