
Alissa Moore

Printed On: 9 March 2022 2022 Great Idea Grant Application 1

No More Students Reluctantly Reading
2022 Great Idea Grant Application

Ms Alissa  Moore  
3118 KINTZLEY CT
APT F
LAPORTE, CO 80535

alissa.moore@tsd.org
O: 970-672-6091



Alissa Moore

Printed On: 9 March 2022 2022 Great Idea Grant Application 2

Application Form
Project Name* 
Name or Title of Project

No More Students Reluctantly Reading

School/Location* 
Lucile Erwin Middle School/ Colorado

Grant Amount Requested* 
$2,000.00

Objectives* 
What are your objectives for this project?

The main goal of this project is to get students to read. By the time students reach middle school, they 
have made up their minds; they either enjoy reading or they reluctantly read. My goal is to establish 
strategies to help those whose relationship with reading is little to non-existent. In updating my current 
classroom library, students will have an easier time finding books based on interests. This project will require 
bringing in new, high-interest books and organizing and labeling books. 

The second objective for this project is to help establish Free Read Fridays in the classroom. Students 
need more time reading books, talking about books, exploring books, etc. Students will engage in independent 
reading, reading conferences, read-alouds, and other strategies to have them engage with books. Students will 
be exposed to a variety of genres, authors, and mediums. Students will have access to both print, e-books, and 
audiobooks. Students can explore the classroom library or use the e-reader to discover books. Ultimately, the 
hope is that students will learn to value reading and find joy when reading. Creating life-long readers is not 
easy, but with good books and the right tools, we can help students reach that goal. 

The last objective of this project is to create a database of books to make it easier to recommend books to 
students. The first part will involve identifying genres, labeling, and covering books. Doing this will provide a 
visual for students on what the book will be about, as well as, provide protection for the books with wear and 
tear. The goal is to make it easier for students to select books that they will enjoy. Books can be linked by 
topics, genre, and other similarities. Books can be displayed using an "if you like... try..." label to help students 
branch out and explore different books.

Educational Experiences* 
How will the project provide educational experiences that support student achievement or well-being?

Reading is a foundational skill that applies to all contents and transfers outside the classroom. Books 
provide opportunities for imaginative rehearsal - a way for students to explore a different life, different 
situations - teaching us critical thinking skills along with empathy. Providing students with diverse books in 
multiple genres gives them a chance to "walk in someone else's shoes" or see how to react in certain 
situations. They can dig deeper into how a character behaves and begin to create their moral compass. 
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Students will learn about differences and have a safe place to explore and ask questions. Students can learn 
about different cultures and life experiences to help build on their background knowledge. 

Many students come into the classroom two or more reading levels below. Exposure to books and 
practice with reading will allow students to enhance and gain skills that they can build upon as they grow. 
Books are wonderful for learning vocabulary, sentence structure, writing style, and social skills. There is no 
such thing as a reluctant reader, just students who are reluctantly reading. They do not know how to engage 
in the reading process, they are unsure how to select books, or they simply do not find a benefit to reading. 
Giving students time and access to books helps to mend these notions of reading. 

Implementation* 
Who will be involved in the implementation of this project?

Free Read Friday is a strategy implemented by all 6th grade ELA teachers. Student feedback will be used 
to help with book selection. The books bought will be borrowed by 6th-grade students. Many will be featured 
during First Chapter Fridays and/or recommend to students based on individual reading conferences. The 
6th-grade ELA team will be able to access a variety of books to help engage students with reading. The ELA 
team will work on pulling our books together to create a database. The database will allow us to see titles, 
authors, topics, genres, and a small summary of each book. During individual reading conferences, teachers 
can use the database to help students select books based on conversations around reading. 

Students in 6th grade are asked to carry around a free read book to all of their content areas. Providing 
books for students to borrow makes it easier for every content when students are asked to pull out a book 
and read. The 6th-grade team believes that reading is an important skill and is willing to give time in their 
content for students to read. Reading for 15 - 20 minutes a day helps students to build vocabulary skills, 
comprehension skills, and provides stress relief and mental health benefits.

Impact* 
Who will be impacted by this project?

Students for years to come will be impacted by this project. While this project helps the 6th-grade ELA 
teachers to properly implement a Free Read Friday along with a First Chapter Friday, students will be the 
biggest benefactors. By establishing reading routines, students become more comfortable with reading and 
began to value that time. Updating the classroom library is a simple way of providing students with modern 
books that they will have an easier time connecting with.

Number of Students* 
How many students will benefit from this project in year one and beyond?

200+

Budget* 
Please upload a detailed, itemized budget for your project. If you have requested or received additional funding 
from another source, include this information.
This document can be a Word, Excel, or PDF file.
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Measurements* 
How will you clearly measure the success of your project?

Individual reading conferences will provide feedback on what books are engaging. We will keep track of 
when and what books are being checked out. Students will provide feedback on what books are interesting 
and help to build the database. 

Students will engage in Frist Chapter Fridays by recording initials thought and feelings about the books 
shared. Depending on the popularity of the book, students can be entered into a drawing to read the book 
first. Many books will be featured and students can vote on which book will be read on Friday. This helps to 
expose students to different books even if may have not been one they would have chosen on their own. 

Students will be required to create a book report for each semester (two for the year). Providing time for 
students to read in class will help them finish books and create their projects. For students who struggle with 
reading, they will need time to explore and read. Providing a range of books will help them in the selection 
process and provide them with time to finish a book and finish their book report. 

Books that promote diversity will be highlighted and featured in classrooms. This will be done with 
author talks and monthly cultural celebrations. Teachers will be able to provide books for Black History 
Month, Pride, Native American Month, etc. as well as provide all-year connections to different cultures, races, 
and identities. Many of the books provided can be added to the current curriculum to help enhance 
understanding or engage students with extension.

Additional Information 
Is there anything else you would like to share about this project?

Talking to students about reading has really allowed me to create better relationships. I enjoy hearing 
everything they love and hate about reading. Finding out what they don't like makes it a lot easier to find a 
book that works for them. Having modern books is impactful for students. Many students have different 
interests and this grant will allow them to explore different genres and mediums of books. 

My favorite part of my job is sharing books with students. We take time to look at covers, read chapters, 
discuss books, etc. Having the means to engage them with new books would be an amazing experience that 
will only get better with time. It is important to show students how to be readers and having the material to 
do that, makes it one step easier.

A PDF of your application can be created for your records and to share with your principal/supervisor or 
other staff in your building. Once you click SAVE or SUBMIT, you will be directed to your application 
dashboard. Click on the "view application" link and then click "application packet" to create the PDF.

Please enter the email address of your principal/supervisor below. Click "Compose Email" to send the email 
requesting grant application approval. Your principal/supervisor will receive an email from this system 
which will include instructions for their approval process.
You can copy and paste the principal/supervisor email message below if you prefer.
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Principal/Supervisor Email Text:

Thank you for reviewing my Great Idea Grant application for Thompson Education Foundation. You will receive an 
email from TEF which will include a link for approval. Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions 
or if you would like a PDF copy of the application to review. 

Principal Approval
Principal/Supervisor Email* 

jennifer.bradshaw@tsd.org

  First name* 

  Last name* 

  Approval* 
I am aware of this Great Idea Grant project and approve the application.
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Non-Fiction Author Price
Escape! The 
Great Houdini Sid Fleischman $6.99
Flowers in the 
Gutter: The 
True Story of 
Edelweiss 
Pirates, 
Teenagers Who 
Resisted the 
Nazis K.R. Kaddy $18.99
Moonbound: 
Apollo 11 and 
the Dream of 
Spaceflight

Jonathan 
Fetter-Vorm $8.80

Bomb: The 
Race to Build -- 
and Steal-- the 
World's Most 
Dangerous 
Weapon Steve Sheinkin $15.99
Mighter Than 
the Sword: 
Rebels, 
Reformers, and 
Revolutionaries 
Who Changed 
the World 
Through Writing

Rochelle 
Melander $13.80

Yummy: A 
History of 
Desserts

Victoria Grace 
Elliot $11.49

Survivors of 
The Holocaust

Kath 
Shackelton, 
Zane 
Whittingham $14.99

Noise
Kathleen 
Raymundo $9.99

Becoming 
Muhammad Ali

James 
Patterson, 
Kwame 
Alexander $7.32

The Boy Who 
Became A 
Dragon: A 
Bruce Lee Story Jim Di Bartolo $9.17
Cursed Objects: 
Strange but 
True Stories of 
the World's 
Most Infamous 
Items J.W Ocker $19.99
The Totally 
Awesome Book 
of Useless 
Information Noel Bothman $10.60
All Thirteen: 
The Incredible 
Cave Rescue of 
the Thai Boys' 
Soccer Team

Christina 
Soontornvat $20.99

The Boy Who 
Harnessed The 
Wind: Young 
Reader Edition

William 
Kamkwama, 
Bryan Mealer $8.89

I Am Not A 
Label: 34 
Disabled Artists, 
Thinkers, 
Athletes, and 
Activists from 
Past and 
Present

Cerrie Burnell, 
Lauren Baldo $13.89

Hazardous 
Tales: Donner 
Dinner Party Nathan Hale $11.29
They Called Us 
Enemy Geroge Takei $13.12
The Faithful 
Spy: Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and 
the Plot to Kill 
Hilter John Hendrix $17.99
Big Top 
Burning: The 
True Story of an 
Arsonist, a 
Missing Girl, 
and the 
Greatest Show 
on Earth Laura A Woolet $18.29
Stamped (for 
Kids): Racism, 
Antiracism, and 
You

Jason 
Reynolds, 
Ibram Kendi $13.99

The Radium 
Girls Kate Moore $12.97
The Borden 
Murders: Lizzie 
Borden and the 
Trial of the 
Century Sarah Miller $8.99
Trapped Marc Aronson $7.99

Dragon Hoops
Gene Luen 
Yang $16.99

Manga Author Price
Sailor Moon 
(complete 
Series) Naoko Takeuchi $172.44
Cells at Work (1 
- 6) Akane Shimizu $59.99
Little Witch 
Academia (1-3) Yoh Yoshinari $30.00
Delicious in 
Dungeon (1 - 2) Ryoko Kui $30.00

Haikyu!! (1 - 2)
Haruichi 
Furudate $20.76

Dragon Ball 
(Complete Set) Akira Toriyama $125.99

Graphic Novels Author Price
Kiki's Delivery 
Service

Eiko Kadono, 
Emily Balistrieri $7.99

The Hobbit
Charles Dixon, 
J.R.R. Tolkien $16.39

The Magic Fish
Trung Le 
Nguyen $12.60

The Golden 
Compass Phillip Pullman $8.80

The Crossover

Kwame 
Alexander, 
Dawud 
Anyabwile $12.99

The Graveyard 
Book (1 -2) Neil Gaiman $26.48

Fake Blood
Whitney 
Gardner $12.12

The Witch Boy
Molly Knox 
Ostertag $11.69

Baba Yaga's 
Assistant Marika McCoola $8.99
Anya's Ghost Vera Brosgol $15.99
Teen Titans: 
Beast Boy 
Loves Raven

Kami Garcia, 
Gabriel Picolo $10.73

Smile
Raina 
Telgmeier $10.34

Primer

Thomas 
Krajewski, 
Jennier Muro $8.39

Ghosts
Raina 
Telgmeier $9.11

Allergic
Megan Llyod, 
Michelle Nutter $9.39

Pumpkin Heads

Rainbow 
Rowell, Faith 
Erin Hicks $11.00

Teen Titans: 
Beast Boy 

Kami Garcia, 
Gabriel Picolo $9.43

Teen Titans: 
Raven

Kami Garcia, 
Gabriel Picolo $10.72

The Complete 
Persepolis Marjane Satrapi $15.28
The Tea 
Dragon Society K. O'Neill $12.59
Snapdragon Kat Leyh $9.90

Under the Moon
Lauren Myracle, 
Isaac Goodhart $14.60

Zatanna and 
the House of 
Secrets

Matthew Cody, 
Yoshi Yoshitani $9.29

Stuntboy

Jason 
Reynolds, Raul 
the Thrid $11.49

Spy School Stuart Gibbs $11.52
Shuri: A Black 
Panther Novel Nic Stone $9.47
Miles Morales: 
Spider Man Jason Reynolds $8.29
Loki: Where 
Mischief Lies Mackenzi Lee $8.50
The Iliad Gareth Hinds $14.49

Fiction Author Price
Tristan Strong 
Punches a Hole 
in the Sky Kwame Mbalia $11.78
Dragon Pearl Yoon Ha Lee $7.99
Healer of the 
Water Monster Brain Young $14.99

Crenshaw
Katherine 
Applegate $4.69

Ghost Jason Reynolds $5.99

Nightmares
Jason Segel, 
Kirsten Miller

Root Magic Eden Royce $13.59
Amari and the 
Night Brothers B.B. Alston $12.09
Prairie Lotus Linda Sue Park $12.79
Ancestor 
Approved

Cnythia Leitich 
Smith $12.99

A Monster Calls
Patrick Ness, 
Jim Kay $8.49



Clarice the 
Brave Lisa McMann $12.99
Flight of the 
Puffin Ann Braden $14.79
Starfish Lisa Fipps $15.49
Fast Pitch Nic Stone $8.99
Fortunately, the 
Milk Neil Gaiman $7.61
The Jumbies Tracey Baptiste $7.95
Ghost Squad Claribel Ortega $7.99

Technology Quantity Price
Kindle 3 $420

Extra Materials Quantity Price
Con -Tact 
Brand Clear 
liners 5 $69.75
Label stickers 1 $13.49

Total $1,775.67 Budget - 2000
Additional money will go towards shipping costs and taxes.


