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Gaetz associate
working toward plea
deal with prosecutors
ORLAnDO, Fla. — An associ-

ate of Rep. Matt Gaetz’s is work-
ing toward a plea deal with fed-
eral prosecutors investigating a
sex trafficking operation, poten-
tially escalating the legal and
political jeopardy facing the Flor-
ida congressman.
The revelation that a political

ally of Gaetz’s, Joel Greenberg, is
seeking to strike a plea deal with
investigators came during a hear-
ing Thursday at federal court in
Orlando. It’s a significant step in
the case and signals that Green-
berg could potentially serve as a
witness in the Justice Depart-
ment’s investigation into Gaetz.
“I am sure Matt Gaetz is not

feeling very comfortable today,”
Fritz scheller, a lawyer for Green-
berg, said after the hearing.
Federal prosecutors are exam-

ining whether Gaetz and Green-
berg paid underage girls or
offered them gifts in exchange
for sex, according to two people
familiar with the matter who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because they could not discuss
details publicly. Gaetz has denied
the allegations and insists he will
not resign his seat in Congress.

— Associated Press

Boulder mall
evacuated; bomb
threat not credible
Boulder police lifted evacua-

tion and shelter-in-place orders
on Pearl street after investigating
a bomb threat in downtown
Boulder on Thursday that did not
turn out to be credible.
Boulder police spokeswoman

Dionne Waugh said the depart-
ment’s record division received a
call at about 10:30 a.m. from a
person who claimed there were
“multiple” explosive remote-con-
trolled devices in the downtown
area.
Officers evacuated pedestrians

off of the Pearl street Mall,
asked those in businesses to
remain inside, and shut down
roads leading into the area.
Waugh said police once on

scene investigated three suspi-
cious items, but none of them
were explosives. Waugh said one
was an empty suitcase, while
one was a sandbag and the oth-
er was a weight for a tent.
Waugh said k-9 teams also

swept the Pearl street Mall for
any other devices out of an
abundance of caution.
shortly before 1 p.m. police

had investigated all of the possi-
ble suspicious devices and
deemed they were safe, and
shortly before 1:30 p.m. police
finished their sweep of the area
and lifted all of the emergency
orders for the area.

— Daily Camera
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BY PAMELA JOHNSON
LOVELAND REPORTER-HERALD

Providers across Larimer County
have surpassed 200,000 doses of the
COVID-19 vaccine as they work to
vaccinate as many residents as pos-
sible as quickly as they can.
The Larimer County Department

of Health and Environment on
Thursday announced that the coun-
ty, working with 19 vaccine provid-
ers, reached the 200,000-dosemark

of the vaccine on Wednesday, a day
on which thousands of residents
received a shot at different vaccina-
tion sites throughout the county.
“It’s exciting to meet this mile-

stone,” Tom Gonzales, Larimer
County’s public health director, said
in a press release. “Every shot in an
arm is getting us closer to the light
at the end of the tunnel and remov-
ing local restrictions, but we can’t
stop now.”

The 200,000 doses include 75,836
people, or 21.2% of county resi-
dents, who are considered fully vac-
cinated, meaning they have
received both doses of the Pfizer or
Moderna vaccines or the single-
dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine,
according to information from the
county. Residents under 16, not yet
eligible for vaccinations, are count-
ed in the 78.8% not fully vaccinated.
As more and more residents

over 60 are vaccinated, the num-
ber of cases in those age groups
have been dropping “dramatical-

ly,” according to the health
department.
On Thursday, the county Health

Department website added another
105 cases of COVID-19 to the cumu-
lative tally, which hit 23,247. Of the
new cases, 94 residents— or 89%—
were younger than 60.
Only 11 of the new cases were

older residents, including six who
are in their 60s, four who are in
their 70s and one 93-year-old Love-
land woman, who was the oldest of
the new cases.

SEE VACCINES, 8A

105 new COVID-19 cases added to total

County hits 200K vaccine doses
CORONAVIRUS

THOMPSON SCHOOL DISTRICT

BY PAMELA JOHNSON
LOVELAND REPORTER-HERALD

T hompson School District
nurse Barb Hartman was
named the Thompson Edu-

cation Foundation’s overall Edu-
cator of the Year.
“This always goes to someone

who goes above and beyond,”
Kim Akeley-Charron, executive
director of the foundation, said
when telling Hartman of her hon-
or. “You’ve done that every single
day through every year you’ve
worked at the Thompson School
District, but let’s be honest, this
year is more.”
Hartman, who has worked for

more than two decades to make
sure all students’ health needs are
met, was faced with extra health

challenges this year during the
COVID-19 pandemic. She was
nominated by 14 different people
as Educator of the Year because
of the way she has stepped up to
help.
Every year the Thompson Edu-

cation Foundation names educa-
tors of the year across four differ-
ent categories, and then chooses
one overall award winner from all
of those nominations. This year
79 educators were nominated,
some more than once, for the
honors.
Typically, the winners are

announced during a live event.
But because of the pandemic, the
reveal was changed to an online
event, so while the announcement
was a surprise to the many educa-
tors and community members

watching, the winners knew in
advance and recorded segments
that were aired Thursday during
the online Trailblazing Thompson
event.
“Each of these 79 educators

should be celebrated for the work
they do and the spirit they bring
to the district,” Akeley-Charron
said Thursday.
In addition to Hartman, five oth-

ers were honored by the Thomp-
son Education Foundation:
• Karen Shumate, a second-

grade teacher at Mary Blair Ele-
mentary School as elementary
educator of the year.
• Ericka Griess, exceptional

student services teacher at Moun-
tain View High School as second-
ary educator of the year.

SEE EDUCATORS, 8A

ThompsonEducationFoundationhonors 6 educators

BarbHartmannamed
Educatorof theYear

Jenny sPARks / Loveland Reporter-Herald
Thompson school District Nurse Barb Hartman, center, reacts as she finds out Monday she won the Thompson Educa-
tion Foundation Educator of the Year Award at the district offices in Loveland. Her supervisor, Charlie Carter, left,
and Kim Akeley-Charron with the education foundation, right, watch her reaction.

BY BRUCE FINLEY
THEDENVER POST

Facing a worsening wild-
fire predicament, Colorado
leaders on Thursday braced
for more big burns and
declared they’re shifting
state strategy and millions
of taxpayer dollars toward
early detection and aggres-
sive rapid response to
squelch flames before they
spread.
More aerial assets includ-

ing a $24 million helicopter,
prepositioning of air tankers
that haul water and fire-
snuffing slurry, and
increased teamwork among
local, state and federal agen-
cies have placed Colorado in
what officials described as
an unprecedented state of
readiness.
“Colorado used to talk

about a fire season. It is now
a year-round phenomenon,”
Gov. Jared Polis said after a
meeting of federal and state
authorities, referring to the
impacts of climate change.
“We expect dry conditions

to make this fire season
especially challenging. … I
want everybody to get
involved and do their part to
prevent wildfires in Colora-
do communities,” he said.
And fires that burn in for-

ests and other natural areas
threaten the state economi-
cally, he said. “They’re criti-
cal to attracting hundreds of
thousands of tourists every
year… Our outdoor areas
have been a sanctuary for us
during this pandemic.”

SEE WILDFIRES, 2A

State’s
leaders
shift
wildfire
strategy

RAPID RESPONSE

Bridgestone • Continental • Falken • Pirelli • Big O • Sumitomo • Michelin • BFGoodrich • Bridgestone • Continental • Falken • Pirelli • Big O • Sumitomo • Michelin • BFGoodrich • Bridgestone • Continental

2480 N. Lincoln • Loveland
(970) 667-6074 • www.bigotires.com

Bridgestone • Continental • Falken • Pirelli • Big O • Sumitomo • Michelin • BFGoodrich • Bridgestone • Continental • Falken • Pirelli • Big O • Sumitomo • Michelin • BFGoodrich • Bridgestone • Continental

F
a
lk
e
n
•
P
ire

lli
•
B
ig

O
•
S
u
m
it
o
m
o

* WE’RE OPEN
AND YOUR SAFETY IS

OUR PRIORITY!

F
a
lk
e
n
•
P
ir
e
ll
i
•
B
ig

O
•
S
u
m
it
o
m
o

*Must present Coupon. Plus disposal and shop fees. Basic oil
change includes up to 5 qts of bulk 530 oil. Not Valid With Any
Other Offer. Only at Participating Stores. Expires 04/30/21.

Oil Change
$10 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE

Includes Complimentary
Tire Rotation and Alignment Check

*On select in-stock sets of 4 Aspen
GT-AS, Mesa AP3 and Mesa HT
brand tires. Installation charges
extra; required on all four tires.
Disposal fees extra and up to 10%
shop fee based on non-discounted
regular retail price, not to exceed
$35, where permitted. See store for
pricing. Eligibility may vary.
Not valid with other offers. At
participating locations. No cash
value. Valid 4/5/21 – 5/2/21.

ON SELECT SETS OF TIRESWITH INSTALLATION PURCHASE
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eDuCATOrS from page 1a
• Jordan Jennings, coun-

selor and athletic coach at
Berthoud High School as
staff member of the year, an
award for any employee
who isn’t assigned as a
teacher or principal.
• Deon Davis, principal

of Coyote Ridge Elementa-
ry School, and Ian Stout,
executive director of Love-
land Classical Schools, both
as principal of the year in
what Akeley-Charron said
was a competitive category.
Hartman learned of her

honor Monday when Ake-
ley-Charron surprised her
with a camera crew. The
district nurse thought she
was going to a meeting with
parents, but was instead
given her award and sworn
to secrecy until after the big
reveal during Trailblazing
Thompson on Thursday.
“I am surprised,” said

Hartman, who was present-
ed with an award, a $200
gift card and a two-year
vehicle lease from King
Buick GMC. “It’s an incred-
ible honor, and just an over-
whelming honor … I’m not
in this alone. Everybody
has worked so hard during
this pandemic.”
Hartman worked as a hos-

pital nurse for 15 years
before starting out as a
school nurse in the Thomp-
son School District 22 years
ago. She has been the over-
all district nurse for 15 years.

“We take care of our
kids,” she said when asked
to describe the job of a
nurse within the district.
“We use our medical knowl-
edge to help students with
health concerns access
their education.”
Among the 14 nomina-

tions for Hartman, her col-
leagues described how she
has worked tirelessly to
ensure schools were safe for
students to return amid the
pandemic, that she creates a
system of support to main-
tain the physical, mental and
social health of students,
and that all schools within
the district have benefited
from Hartman’s leadership
throughout her tenure.
The nominations high-

lighted long hours Hart-
man has devoted to staying
on top of a changing pan-
demic, leading and support-
ing the district, including
training on PPE and pre-
cautions and helping with
contact tracing when there
were positive cases at dif-
ferent schools. She main-
tained a positive attitude
and kept other staff mem-
bers motivated, according
to the nominations.
One nomination read:

“2020 is the Year of the
Nurse, and Barb has gone
above and beyond her
duties this year as the
Health Services Coordina-
tor. Barb has worked

extremely hard to ensure a
safe return to in-person
learning environment
throughout the district. …
She has been a role model
of continued education on a
topic nobody is an expert
on, and she has demon-
strated flexibility by maneu-
vering the weekly changes
the Health Department
gives the district.
“Barb is an outstanding

example of what it means to
be a dedicated educator in a
year of so many
unknowns.”
Also honored were:
Shumate as elementary

educator of the year, who
was described in her nomi-
nations by a parent as “a
beloved and oft-referenced
figure in our household,
and in a year where so
much distance is required,
that type of closeness is a
testament to a phenomenal
teacher.” Her nominations
mentioned that she deliv-
ered assignments, books
and activities to students
who were at home during
quarantines and described
her as “kind, caring, com-
passionate and sincere.”
griess as secondary educa-

tor of the year, a teacher
who “inspires hope in stu-
dents,” creates a collabora-
tive team with students,
staff and families and con-
sistently fosters academic,
behavioral and emotional

growth in students, accord-
ing to her nominations read
by Akeley-Charron during
the event. The nomination
also states that “parents
know they can count on
(Griess) to help them and
their students uncondition-
ally.”
Jennings as staff member

of the year, who as a coun-
selor and coach was
described in his nomination
as “a perfect example of
kindness, humility and
encouragement” and “a
true example of EXCEL-
LENCE.”
Davis, at Coyote Ridge,

was described in nomina-
tions as a principal who
“communicates with stu-
dents and staff through
humor, strength of charac-
ter, vision and strong lead-
ership” and is dedicated to
students and staff “150%.”
During winter break, he
drove to each staff mem-
ber’s home and placed in
their yard a sign that says
“An amazing educator lives
here.”
Stout, who leads Loveland

Classical Schools, was
described in his nomination
as “a great networker and
mentor” and an amazing
leader who “proactively led
our school to thrive in 2020
despite the pandemic.”

pamela Johnson: 970-699-5405,
johnsonp@reporter-herald.com

VACCINeS from page 1a
The youngest was a

1-year-old Fort Collins boy,
one of 12 children age 12 or
younger who were added to
the list as residents with cas-
es of the disease caused by
the coronavirus.
The number of deaths

attributed to COVID-19
remained unchanged at 234
Thursday, with none report-
ed in April, while the coun-
ty’s overall risk rating
remained high. Risk factors
included a two-week preva-
lence of 387 cases per
100,000 residents and a pos-
itivity rating of 6.8% of those
who have been tested com-
ing back positive.
While cases are decreas-

ing among older residents
as they become vaccinated,
they are increasing among
younger residents, and the
Health Department report-
ed that these younger peo-
ple are continuing to see
“more severe illnesses, hos-
pitalizations, or deaths.”
Health officials are urging

all residents who want the
vaccine to sign up, as doses
are open to anyone 16 and
older at a variety of loca-
tions, andmore doses of the
vaccine are flowing from the
state into Larimer County.
On Thursday, health offi-

cials anticipated another
5,000 doses would be
administered.
“We are focused on ensur-

ing that every Larimer
County resident 16 years
and older who wants a vac-
cine will be able to receive

the first dose in the coming
weeks, helping us achieve
the wildly important goal of
65% of our eligible popula-
tion vaccinated with at least
one dose byMay 25th,” Gon-
zales said in a press release.
To achieve this goal, pro-

viders are offering pop-up
clinics to reach people who
might face barriers in
accessing existing vaccine
sites. They are focusing on
communities of color, resi-
dents with disabilities,
homeless residents and peo-
ple who have difficulty navi-
gating technology.
Several such clinics have

been held, and continue to
be scheduled, throughout
Larimer County, including

ones for restaurant workers
in Estes Park, at Lago Vista
Mobile Home Park in Love-
land and through agencies
including Catholic Chari-
ties, Homeless Alliance, the
Murphy Center and a tem-
porary shelter on Blue
Spruce Drive in Fort Col-
lins, according to informa-
tion from Kori Wilford,
spokeswoman for the
Health Department.
Other clinics are in part-

nership with the county’s
Black, Indigenous, People
of Color Alliance, the Cul-
tural Enrichment Center,
Holy Family Church and La
Fuerza Latina.
Also, 9Health has been

holding clinics once a week

inLoveland at the formerAlb-
ertsons store on East Eisen-
hower Boulevard, all with a
goal of reaching out into dif-
ferent pockets of the commu-
nity for vaccine equity.
And officials say those

efforts are working. Since
the end of January, the num-
ber of Latinx residents who
have received coronavirus
vaccine shots grew from 2%
to 12% due to efforts to host
clinics in their facilities and
neighborhoods, according
to information from the
Health Department.
“Vaccination of all resi-

dents who want a vaccine
has been a communitywide
effort,” Andrea Clement-
Johnson, the county’s depu-
ty public health director and
lead of vaccine operations,
said in a press release. “The
only way out of this pandem-
ic is for everyone to make
this final push, including
continuing to take basic pre-
cautions like wearing a
mask and limiting indoor
gatherings a little longer.
“Cases and hospitaliza-

tions are still increasing,
and I’m pleading with our
community to work togeth-
er to protect our most vul-
nerable who cannot get vac-
cinated or are still waiting
for an appointment.”
Updated information on

COVID-19, including safety
advice, statistics and details
on vaccinations, is available
at larimer.org/coronavirus.

pamela Johnson: 970-699-5405,
johnsonp@reporter-herald.com
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I-25 from page 3a
Roadis’ proposal, which was

crafted with input from civil engi-
neering firm Horrocks Engi-
neers, involves management,
improvements and expansion
between Segment 2 and Segment
5, with the majority of work
occurring in Segment 5. The
company’s plans include adding:
• Auxiliary lanes and other

safety and congestion enhance-
ments in Segment 2 (from U.S. 36
to 120th Avenue).
• New bridge and transit hub at

88th Avenue.
• The extension of express

lanes in Segments 3 (from E-470
to Colo. 7) and 4 (Colo. 7 to Colo.
66).
• The extension of express

lanes in Segment 5 (Colo. 66 at
north Longmont to Colo. 56 at
Berthoud).
Roadis officials said CDOT

would not have to provide any
additional funding beyond what’s
already been allocated by the
state, but it’s unclear whether
there are any additional financial
conditions involved. Nor is it

clear whether Roadis’ ability to
collect tolls would be limited to a
certain number of years.
“For the first time in a while we

have a shot at providing some
financing for completion of this
project,” Cheroutes said.
In Northern Colorado, CDOT

is taking on a large-scale widen-
ing and interchange upgrade
project along the interstate
between Fort Collins and Mead.
Funding for the multi-hundred-

million dollar project is coming
from federal, state and local gov-
ernments.
According to CDOT, highlights

of the roughly seven-mile Seg-
ment 5 improvement project
between Colo. 66 and Colo. 56
should include:
• Two general-purpose lanes

and one tolled Express Lane in
each direction.
• Accommodations for three

general-purpose lanes and one
tolled Express Lane in each
direction in a future ultimate con-
dition.
• Full-width shoulders.

• 12 new bridges.
• Incorporation of intelligent

transportation systems, which
use technology and sensors to
improve traffic flow and safety.
• Four through-lanes and side-

walks on Weld County Road 34.
• Four through-lanes and side-

walks on Colo. 56.
• Express bus facilities with

carpool parking lot, ramp pull-
offs, and pedestrian connections
at the Colo. 56 interchange.
• Removal of sharp curves on

I-25.
• Improved frontage roads.
CDOT estimates that these

Segment 5 improvements would
cost between $264 million and
$368 million.
It’s unclear whether CDOT

would require Roadis to under-
take all of these improvements or
simply install and manage the toll
lanes.
“The scope of the project, as far

we’re concerned, is flexible,”
Cheroutes said.
“The High Performance Trans-

portation Enterprise can confirm

it has received an unsolicited pro-
posal from Roadis for a project on
I-25 North,” CDOT spokesman
Timothy Hoover told BizWest in
an email. “Because of our policies
governing unsolicited proposals,
we cannot release any further
details on this submission at this
time. The proposal is in the earli-
est stages of HPTE’s process, and
we will be able to comment more
once it moves further through
the process.”
Cheroutes said he is “not sure”

when Roadis will receive feed-
back from CDOT on its proposal,
but he is “hoping (it is) sooner
rather than later.”
Should CDOT choose to move

forward with specific projects
proposed by Roadis, the depart-
ment would have to open those
projects up to a competitive bid-
ding process.
Roadis is no stranger to bidding

on CDOT toll road management
projects.
The company has offered

CDOT $9.2 billion to lease the
E-470 roadway for 50 years and

collect toll payments in exchange
for managing and maintaining
the road.
A volunteer group called E-470

Citizen Review Committee stud-
ied Roadis’ proposal and deter-
mined in January that more con-
sideration is needed before
issuing a recommendation.
“While the committee did not

endorse the Roadis bid, we clear-
ly found merit in the proposal and
the concept of a public-private
partnership on E-470 to leverage
the value of this well-run, well-
maintained public asset,” former
Aurora mayor Bob LeGare, who
chaired the Citizen Review Com-
mittee, said in a prepared state-
ment in January.
“After several public meetings,

presentations and discussion
within our subcommittees, our
members felt that additional dis-
cussions are needed within the
E-470 communities to better
understand the potential benefits
and pitfalls of leveraging the toll-
way,” LeGare said.

© 2021 BizWest Media LLC

Jenny spaRks / Loveland Reporter-Herald
Volunteer Marjorie griek, center, hands a COVID-19 vaccine card
to Olivia emerson of Loveland, left, as co-site manager Mike
Swain, right, helps Thursday in the old Albertsons store in
Loveland. The site, run by the CDPhe and 9health with Safeway
as a partner, will be open Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
least through May. According to Adele work, vice president of
operations with 9health, the site and others they run like it
are meant to vaccinate underserved communities.

NIghT ON The TOwN
from page 3a
Brungardt said that

events like Night on the
Town bringmore exposure
to community members
who may not know some
downtown businesses even
exist.
“There is a combination

of all the businesses work-
ing together to drive traffic
into downtown, which
helps everybody,” she said.
AKA Kitchen will be hav-

ing prime rib night for hun-
gry Loveland customers.
Dietrich said all themeat is
hand-crusted with a special
blend by chefs in house.
She said the restaurant

staff is excited to have
more people come out and
discover AKA Kitchen
tonight, as they have
worked hard to give good

service and happiness dur-
ing a difficult time. She,
like Brungardt, said events
like Night on the Town
serve as a way to give
exposure to companies off
the beaten path.
“They are crucial oppor-

tunities to encourage peo-
ple to try new places; to
travel downtown (beyond)
just that main (downtown)
strip,” Dietrich said, later
adding, “the help of Night
on the Town is awesome
because it encourages peo-
ple to try new places and
venture out.”
A full list of Night on the

Town events can be found
at downtownloveland.org.

austin Fleskes: 970-635-3630,
afleskes@prairiemountainmedia.com

BYMEGWINGERTER
THEDENVER POST

Colorado public health
officials announced Thurs-
day that they found no sign
of a problem after an unex-
pected number of reactions
to Johnson & Johnson’s
COVID-19 vaccine at a
mass-inoculation site in
Commerce City led to its
early closure this week.
The site at Dick’s Sport-

ing Goods Park shut down
Wednesday afternoon after
11 people experienced reac-
tions such as dizziness and
nausea. None of them
became seriously ill, but it
was an unusual number in
less than four hours, since
only 10 people had suffered
adverse reactions at all pre-
vious mass-vaccination
events in Colorado.
“After reviewing each

patient’s symptoms, analyz-
ing other vaccinations from
the same lot of the vaccine
and speakingwith the (Cen-
ters forDiseaseControl and
Prevention) to confirm our
findings, we are confident in
saying that there is no rea-
son for concern,” said Dr.
Eric France, the Colorado
Department of Public
Health and Environment’s
chief medical officer.
“We are committed to

making sure every commu-
nity clinic is well-staffed
with medical professionals
who take patient safety with
the utmost seriousness, just
as they did at yesterday’s
clinic.”
The Food and Drug

Administration checked
with other locations that
used vaccines from the
same Johnson & Johnson
lot, and didn’t find any
unusual reactions, accord-
ing to the state health

department. The agency
determined the site fol-
lowed protocols, but will
also do an “after-action”
analysis to learn anything
that might help with similar
incidents in the future.
Dr. Shauna Gulley, chief

clinical officer for Centura
Health, which runs that site
and two others, said earlier
Thursday that the unused
doses from Dick’s Sporting
Goods Park on Wednesday
were being “sequestered”
while the state investigated.
About 640 more people
were scheduled to be inocu-
lated that afternoon before
the closure.
All 11 people had a reac-

tion within 15 minutes, so
peoplewhowere vaccinated
Wednesday and felt fine
don’t need to monitor their
health more closely than
usual, Gulley said. Sites ask
everyone getting vaccinated
to wait 15 to 30 minutes, in
case of rare, but potentially
serious, allergic reactions.
Nine of the people felt

nauseous or light-headed,
and recovered after drink-
ing some water or juice,
according to the state
health department. Two
people had low blood pres-
sure and went to an emer-
gency roomas a precaution,
but felt better after resting
andwent homewithout spe-
cific treatment, Gulley said.
State epidemiologist Dr.

Rachel Herlihy said it’s not
uncommon to feel anxious
or faint after vaccinations or
other procedures, like get-
ting blood drawn.
“When you go to your

vaccine appointment, bring
a beverage and a snack, or a
friend or family member to
help offer some reassur-
ance,” she said.

Coloradofinds ‘no
cause for concern’
after site shutdown

JOHNSON & JOHNSON VACCINE
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