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THOMPSON EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

MINUTES OF JUNE 16, 2020 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:19 p.m. Board members in attendance were Kim 
Akeley-Charron, Bill Bundy, Blas Estrada, Danielle Feeney, Lauren Haug, Brian 
Jacobson, Mark Miller, Rhett Polka, Kathie Rechkemmer, Kim Skoric and Eric Weedin. 
Debbie Wright was also in attendance. Board members unable to attend were Cody 
Fullmer, Brandy Grieves, Pam Howard, Trish Malik, Marc Schaffer and John Stewart. 
 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the Consent Agenda—consisting of 
the May 19 board meeting minutes and the May First National Bank Investment 
Management Account statement—was approved. 
 

Kim informed the board that we might be opening a new fund. Tracy Roller, our 
long-time office volunteer, would like to start and sustain a project to provide prom 
dresses and tuxes to students who are unable to afford them. TEF would be the fiscal 
agent only; fundraising and promotion would be up to Tracy. This would be a project for 
Thompson School District students only and is appropriate for TEF since prom is a 
district-sponsored activity. If the project expands beyond TSD, Tracy will have to create 
her own nonprofit organization. 
 

In May, General Unrestricted received a $188 quarterly donation from 
AmazonSmile, which is the highest donation we’ve received from them so far. A $4,042 
donation from the Loveland Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership Loveland class was 
deposited in the Lu Haskew Arts Education Fund; this is the year we do pay outs to the 
schools from this fund. The first round of student school supplies were paid for from the 
TSD Emergency Relief Fund. The second round of school supplies will be allocated to 
Help Kids Succeed. The Berthoud Schools Fund reimbursed several purchases for 
schools totaling $10,025. The Homeless Assistance Fund received $3,650 from the Philo 
Club, which is to be used to purchase King Soopers gift cards. Money held in TEF 
Clearing for the Outdoor Learning Center was used to pay for tree pruning and 
trimming; a new fund has since been set up for the Outdoor Learning Center. Kim 
pointed out that variations in our investments are reflected in General Unrestricted—
seen on the top three lines of the Summary of Transactions—which can be confusing. 
 

Money raised from the Loveland Drive-In will be reflected under General 
Unrestricted on the Fundraising Goal Report. We would have seen Loveland Classic 
proceeds reflected in General Unrestricted totals, but the event is being postponed until 
later in the year. We should still hit our fundraising goal by the end of the month. The 
goal for the Managed Funds was based on historical returns from the Berthoud Schools 
Fund’s Berthoud Bash event, which was not held in person this year. This accounts for 
the difference between the Managed Funds goal and the actual total. 
 

The 2020-2021 operating budget posted on the board page is the same as what the 
board saw in May with the exception of an additional $13,000 expense for the Foundant 
scholarship platform. Essentially, the total operating budget will remain flat when 
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compared to this fiscal year. Kim S. noted that the Foundant platform is a win for not 
only the foundation, but for counselors and students alike. She couldn’t imagine going 
back to the multiple paper copies of applications, recommendations, etc. that were 
needed before. Loveland Rotary partnered with us when we began using the platform 
two years ago; John Stewart helped convince them to split the initial cost with us. The 
platform is something we need to move forward with. Upon motion duly made, 
seconded and carried, the 2020-2021 operating budget was approved as presented. 
 

Community and social media response to the Loveland Drive-In has been incredible. 
It is doing exactly what we’d hoped by raising TEF’s visibility in the community 100%. 
We received a $5,000 sponsorship plus a $5,000 in-kind donation from Comcast for the 
drive-in. We need more $2,000 weekend sponsors. The tickets are donation based and 
are averaging $22/car. The shows are mostly selling out except for the 9 a.m. timeslot. 
Advertisers are coming in. We have churches utilizing the screens on Thursday nights, 
which they pay for. We aren’t losing money and might make a little. Kim recounted the 
story of a family with a young child that has a suppressed immune system. The drive-in 
was the first place they were able to take their daughter since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began – the mom was in tears. Loveland’s downtown movie theater is opening today 
and the Metrolux at Centerra opens next week. Hopefully folks will still prefer the 
outside experience and attendance continues through July 12. If not, the drive-in could 
shut down earlier. The City of Loveland will be doing a 4th of July fireworks show at The 
Ranch; hopefully we can make the movie that night a bigger deal. Eric asked if there 
were any plans for live entertainment on the drive-in stage. Kim said they initially talked 
about having performances on Thursday nights, but that fell apart because it took longer 
than expected to get plans approved and they would have had to raise money to bring 
acts in. Eric said that his band is looking for something to do and could do a charitable 
performance. Kim will run this idea through Christine Forster. The space fits 56 cars 
and people could donate to attend. Eric thought the band would even be willing to do a 
performance before a movie. Blas noted that raising any donation dollars during 
COVID-19 is a big success and thanked Kim for doing a great job. 
 

Kim has been holding conversations with school district staff around this year’s Help 
Kids Succeed effort. Backpacks are still wanted and middle and high school supply lists 
are staying the same. The elementary schools are going to more of a core school supply 
list; however, paper products requested by elementary schools may differ. We will still 
stuff supplies into backpacks so students have them prior to the start of school but will 
deliver the paper products in bulk to the schools for teachers to hand out to students as 
needed. Kim will send messaging about this to teachers and principals. As far as the 
actual backpack stuffing, guidelines around the number of people that can gather in one 
place are still changing. Kim is working with district facilities staff on how this will work 
in the Conrad Ball Middle School gym. The school supplies we are ordering have been 
sitting in a warehouse since 2019, so they are not affected by COVID-19. Fundraising 
letters were mailed out to three different groups. A Lucile Erwin Middle School student 
wanted to help, so she stuffed about half of the mailers over the weekend. Historically, 
Sertoma Club members have delivered the filled backpacks to schools. With the current 
guidelines, they won’t be able to make the deliveries this year. Kim is going to work with 
a moving company to get a sanitized truck and will probably have volunteers follow it to 
unload backpacks at schools. She asked Brian to please share that information with the 
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Sertoma Club. Kim has a wait list for volunteers and will notify them once she figures 
out how many spots will be available. A sign-up page for the wait list is live on the 
website. 
 

The Loveland Classic is still being planned for late September. Lisa and Ron at Green 
Events believe that because they control the entire space where the race is held, they can 
run people through in waves throughout the day. They are working with Centerra 
properties to secure a date. They will evaluate when to hold the race in 2021, which is 
typically in April. 
 

The Colorado House of Representatives passed SB20-106, a bill to shelter homeless 
youth previously unable to receive services due to their age. The bill’s sponsors really 
pushed to get it through. We can now work with Loveland Housing Authority to find 
housing for our unaccompanied youth. Jana Ramchander, the district’s homeless 
liaison, is moving. Her husband was offered a dean position at a college in Texas. We are 
sad to see her go, but she set a great foundation for someone new coming in. 
 

The Finance Committee met with TEF’s First National Bank representatives and got 
an update on the market and everything going on with COVID-19 and the recent 
protests and riots. Blas reported that everything is holding steady; we are not being very 
aggressive with our investments and are just trying to maintain. Brian said that in 
March and April, we decreased our equity position and the markets did well, so we 
might have missed an opportunity there, but we are in a good position if the market goes 
down. 
 

Blas reminded the board that there is no board meeting in July. The next meeting 
with be August 18. 
 

Kim S. told the board that being a member of TEF was a great transition for her to 
still be able to help kids after leaving the classroom. Unfortunately, her parents need 
assistance so, when her house sells, she will be moving to Cody, Wyoming, and will be 
resigning from the board. Board members in attendance expressed their thanks for 
Kim’s energy and knowledge and the community feel she brought to the board; she will 
be missed. 
 

If anyone is interested in filling the Vice President position being vacated by Kim S., 
please let Kim and Blas know. There is not a big rush to fill the open seat, so the plan is 
to do it in the normal timeframe when terms end in December. Kim S. represents 
Berthoud, which is something to keep in mind when filling her seat. Lauren suggested 
Ann Baker and will check in with her. We will have three additional term limited seats 
open at the end of the year. 
 

Blas told the board he appreciated their time. Kim will continue to send the board e-
mails with district updates. 
 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 5:03 
p.m. 


